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About the campaign - history

International norms & standards



One of the largest global campaigns 
focused on health care…



This year’s focus



Making hand hygiene “obligatory”

• “..ensure the continuous 
presence of functional hand 
hygiene stations (either alcohol-
based hand rub dispensers or 
soap, water, and disposable 
towels) for all health care 
workers at all points of care.”
• “All health care facilities are 

strongly encouraged to 
participate actively in the WHO 
Save Lives: Clean Your Hands 
campaign...”

WHO, Interim guidance, 1 April 2020 https://www.who.int/publications-detail/recommendations-to-member-
states-to-improve-hand-hygiene-practices-to-help-prevent-the-transmission-of-the-covid-19-virus

https://www.who.int/publications-detail/recommendations-to-member-states-to-improve-hand-hygiene-practices-to-help-prevent-the-transmission-of-the-covid-19-virus


WHO & UNICEF Hand 
Hygiene for All initiative



A few things about hand 
hygiene…
• Influencing hand hygiene is complex
• But, it is a modifiable behaviour

• It influences whether or not infections spread from one 
person to another 
• Moments for hand hygiene – a landmark approach –

WHO developed My 5 Moments for Hand Hygiene

• How we talk about hand hygiene matters – language is 
important
• Posters (reminders) on their own do not change 

behaviour – multiple strategies are needed
• Campaigns & initiatives play a role.



Campaigns
One part of a multimodal approach for behaviour change



Campaigns play a role in holding the gains of an 
improvement, “definitely not going back.”

Fraser S (2002)



Back to the point of care



2021 calls to action

Champion Role model Facilitate Perform Invest



How to get more involved

• Visit the WHO World Hand Hygiene Day 2021 “How to get involved” web 
page to get many more ideas! https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-hand-
hygiene-day/2021/how-to-get-involved

• Review key facts and figures (https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-hand-
hygiene-day/2021/key-facts-and-figures ) and use scientific evidence to raise 
awareness about hand hygiene in your messages and presentations  

• Show your facility/organization commitment to hand hygiene improvement at 
the point of care:

• ➢ Sign up for the Save Lives: Clean Your Hands campaign - WHO need more 
and more health care organizations to participate, so do encourage others to 
register here https://www.who.int/campaigns/save-lives-clean-your-
hands/sign-up-save-lives-clean-your-hands

• ➢ Display the 2021 campaign banner and posters on your facility’s 
walls/web page

• Remember to tag your colleagues and use the campaign hashtags: 
#HandHygiene #CleanYourHands #InfectionPrevention;

• Take part in a global Tweetathon. Remember to join the global conversation 
on or around 5 May. Make time to tweet at least every hour throughout the 
day using the campaign #

https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-hand-hygiene-day/2021/how-to-get-involved
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-hand-hygiene-day/2021/key-facts-and-figures
https://www.who.int/campaigns/save-lives-clean-your-hands/sign-up-save-lives-clean-your-hands


Thank you


